
Chrestos Mission Prayer Letter and News – late Summer 2020 
 

Dear Reader and supporter of Chrestos Mission, 
 
We continue to praise God for His faithfulness to establish the work of His hands amongst Karen 
village people through Geoffrey and Pat and now through Interim Director, Ajan Wittaya, Bible 
School Manager, Thra Bu Ka, and hard-working staff team.   
 
This is all the work of God, who graciously confirms the testimony to Christ through us….  God is 
faithful, by whom we have been called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
1 Corinthians1:7-9.  What exalted privilege and joy! 
 
COVID19 cases in Thailand have been minimal in comparison to the UK.  There was one case in 
Mae Sariang - a man in the tourism industry had returned from Bangkok.  He was moved to hospital 
in Chiang Mai.  Since then there have been no cases locally.  We thank God and pray for His 
continued protection.  Please pray concerning the increasing cases of malaria locally.  One of the 
recent graduates, Saw Ler K’Porn is recovering well.  Of the fourth year interns, Saw Char Law La has 
made a good initial recovery from encephalitis.  He wants to serve his internship, but with some 
adjustment of his workload and time to rest if needed.  Other health needs include the sister of one 
of the third year girls who appears to have total kidney failure.  Staff also pray for trustees, churches, 
supporters and sponsors. 
 

Graduation and Celebration; Geoffrey and Pat: 
Daniel and Duan drove Geoffrey and Pat to 
Mae Sariang in July to officiate and present 
awards at the delayed Graduation Ceremony of 
fourth year students.  A record number of past 
graduates were amongst more than 500 who 
returned to celebrate the work of God’s 
Kindness to Karen people through Geoffrey 
and Pat over the last 17 years.  Many had to 
stand outside the large hall above the Home of 
Peace and Joy!  There were lots of loving hugs 
for Geoffrey and Pat from past and new 
graduates!  
 

Geoffrey and Pat were invited to stay on as the welcome guests of loyal and appreciative staff on 
Chrestos campus and were finally taken back to Chiang Mai on Saturday 15th August to pack for 
their move to join Dorcas and Ouame in Arkansas when travel is permitted.  
 
Apart from a recent difficult tooth extraction for Pat, both remain in good health, attending the 6am 
campus devotions each morning at Chrestos!  Geoffrey took the Wednesday evening meetings at the 
Home of Peace and Joy as has been his custom. 
 
Future Prospects for Chrestos Mission: 
Asked how they feel about the future of Chrestos, Geoffrey modestly commented that Ajan Wittaya 
and Thra Bu Ka “are doing a better job of running the Bible School than I did”. 
 



Further encouragement is drawn from Daniel Atkinson’s own observations on the professionalism of 
the celebration event and evident forethought expressed in maintenance and improvement of campus 
facilities. 
 
Geoffrey’s confidence is reinforced through regular communications with campus staff.  Trustees have  
each taken personal responsibility to pray for two or three staff members plus the topics or Bible 
books covered as they teach individual year groups.  Senior staff on campus speak of wholehearted 
application to study in all aspects of the course and the quality of prayer life of the new 2020 intake 
that show them to be of good calibre.  Two of these students were baptised (see below) shortly after 
arriving.  First year students have provided photographs and personal information.  We are looking 
for small groups (2 to 4 people within a local church fellowship) who will commit to praying for (and 
perhaps sponsoring) these first year students - and others who do not yet have personal prayer 
support.   
 
Mutual encouragement of campus staff and UK Trustees has been fostered by deliberately building 
amongst staff their appreciation of Global supporters labouring with them in prayer.  
Communication and information means prayer support from those eager to stand alongside in this, 
“Chrestos Partnership in the Gospel.”   Campus staff, heartened through seeing God answer prayer 
on their behalf and amongst the students, are keen to maintain regular contact.  The outcome is 
frequent updates in news for prayer and increasing personal prayer by overseas supporters for students 
and especially staff - all of whom take some responsibility in teaching.  Our partnership is deepening. 
 
We do not wish to overwhelm with information, but if you would like to be included in more regular 
news from Chrestos Bible School campus, please let me know (request for more frequent prayer news 
at the end). 
 

 
 
Finally, we congratulate the Orphanage Manager, Kri Htoo and his wife, Naw Tha Shee, on the birth 
of their second son, Kelvin, and the senior cook, Naw Yoe Paw and her husband on the safe delivery 
of their third son! 
 
On behalf of the UK Trustees, may God encourage and lead you as you pray, 
 
John Silverstone (Treasurer) 
 
Contacts: UK contact: Pam Shepherd: shepherdpam@btinternet.com 
Further prayer information, sponsor/support: treasurer.chrestos.mission@gmail.com 
Data Protection:  peterjamesmaycock@gmail.com 
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