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Dear prayer partners and supporters of Chrestos Mission,  
 
What a year we have been through!  The Covid-19 pandemic, Brexit, elections …  Our minds, hearts, 
emotions and spirits can be disturbed, even damaged.  But God’s work never ceases, and His 
purposes continue, in our lives, and at Chrestos in Mae Sariang Thailand.  If you are suffering, let us 
know specific prayer needs or requests.  Chrestos Trustees have a Zoom prayer meeting every 
month.  We lift up the work in Thailand, and we pray for you, our much-valued and faithful partners.   
 
All of us have a heart for romance!  There 
were two marriages of graduates and staff last 
year.  A further five graduates and one staff 
form three couples due to marry this 
February.  We rejoice with them in prayer.  
Pictured are Naw Lah Dah, graduate of 2020 
and her fiancé, Saw Ah Kay, who graduated in 
2019. One of the Chrestos senior staff is 
extending the course on Christian marriage: 
sounds necessary! 
 
But not all is joy on the campus. The father of 
a young man in the second year is in prison for 
drug offences.  A third-year student lost her 
sister to renal failure; the sister’s three-year-old daughter is in the care of their mother.  Another 
third-year student left the Bible School for a while as her parents were unable to support her 
financially.  Funds have been raised locally and the student has returned.  Another student’s father 
went missing, presumed drowned in the fast-flowing Salween River. 
 
Amidst this, students care for and support each other.  One student prayed for his alcoholic mother.  
She was so soundly delivered that a year later she is an elder in the village church.  Students express 
a deepening sense of God’s calling to be pastors, evangelists, teachers, and women’s workers. 
 
As we reflect on these events, happy and sad, one message stands out.  None of these, not Covid 
nor weddings, were unexpected to God.  Nothing is outside His power or purpose.  The opposition 
of mankind did not prevent the Father from sending His Son at the pre-determined time to bring 
about the full and just means of our eternal salvation. 
 
Recent news from campus staff and some of the students gives a backdrop to their lives, 
characterising their hardship and spiritual battles.  The Bible School curriculum is rich and varied: 

• how to read, write and preach in their own Karen language;  

• practical training for roles as pastors, teachers, evangelists and children’s workers;  

• the cultural background of Animists, Buddhists, Muslims and secular people;   

• farming techniques in animal husbandry and domestic food production;   

• leading worship in church services, including singing and playing musical instruments; 

• how media and radio can be used in preaching and teaching.   
Please pray for students to learn well all they are taught in their four-year course. 
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2020 was the year we celebrated and honoured all that Chrestos’ founders, Dr Geoffrey and Mrs 
Pat Atkinson have meant, and continue to mean, to us and to Chrestos ministry.  They continue in 

residence on the Mae Sariang campus, warmly 
supported and at home among students and 
staff at Mae Sariang.  Geoffrey treated the whole 
campus to a barbecue on 31 December.  For two 
weeks in January Geoffrey taught for two hours 
a day on the Psalms.  Meantime, the staff have 
stepped up to teaching responsibilities and are 
growing in faith as a result.  Daniel, Duan and 
Marcus Atkinson have moved in to their newly 
built home in Udon Thani. We wish them all 
God’s blessing in their new life there.   
 
 

God’s priority for Chrestos is to send labourers into the harvest field and to see his children become 
lights, beacons emitting gospel truth into this harsh and unforgiving world.  Would you pray with us 
to see God’s kingdom extended among the Karen diaspora worldwide, to the many other ethnic 
groups within and close by Thailand, and to the Thai people living as neighbours in Mae Sariang? 
 
A word to our faithful supporters and donors.  

 
Many of you contributed to the early stages of Chrestos by helping 
us purchase the land and buildings that are today’s campus.  
Reflecting on this, we want all who have been a valued part of this 
early and ongoing provision to know, “the rendering of this service 
not only supplies the needs of the saints, but overflows in many 
thanksgivings to God”.  We thank the Lord, and pray for each of you. 
 
The latest capital expense has been the purchase of a replacement 
truck capable of traversing the mountain roads.  Ajan Wittaya, the 
Chrestos Director , rejoices to have found a healthy, second hand 
4WD pickup.   If you would like to know more, and contribute to the 
cost of this vehicle, please write to our Treasurer John Silverstone: 
treasurer.chrestos.mission@gmail.com 

 
The leadership of Chrestos is in the hands of our Karen brothers and sisters, fully supported by the 
two Chrestos Boards, in Thailand and the UK.  You, prayer partners and supporters, are our Chrestos 
Family!  We could not survive without your prayers and support.  So we are upgrading our 
communication.  Please look at our renewed website at www.chrestos-mission.org.  This will be 
updated with news and prayer needs.  It’s your access to Chrestos for prayer and giving. 
 
With warmest Christian greetings from Chrestos leaders and campus staff, and Board members and 
Trustees in Thailand and the UK. 
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